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Paul Rutte
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Director of NS Development, Station areas
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I am director of the Real estate development group of the national railway company (NS). The mission of NS is
to transport travellers safely, in time and comfortably via attractive railway stations. In my function as direc-
tor development | am involved in the development of the Spoorzone Tilburg, especially in the modernization
of the central station and its adjacent station building surroundings.

Subsequent to my study Urban Planning and a post doctoral education in real estate at the university of
Amsterdam, | have worked consecutively at the municipality of Haarlemmermeer, Aegon Real Estate, Amvest,
MAB and NS Poort. Apart from that, | am member of the Board of Supervisory Directors of two housing
corporations. During my employment at MAB | have been involved at the development of the Pieter Vreede-
plein in Tilburg, a multifunctional complex that directly borders the development area of the Spoorzone.
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Tilburg City Council, CDA Party
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I am a member of the City Council of the City of Tilburg and the chairman of the council’s commission of
economics. | was born and raised in Tilburg and | feel very connected with my city. | am an educator, speciali-
sed in the guidance of students and in addition | am also a teacher of mathematics and | am always very
much involved in the social wellbeing of my community. After having been active in the governance of social
housing, | have made the step over to politics. In the approximately 7 years in the Tilburg political arena,

| have been active for the Christen Democratic Party, specifically in the area of physical wellbeing, sports and
education. | expect to find solutions and ideas in Japan that are of importance for our city, especially in the
development of the Spoorzone.
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Tine van de Weyer
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Tilburg City Council, Socialist Labor Party
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I am a member of the city council of Tilburg and in this council | represent the Labour Party. In the council | am
responsible for especially traffic and transportation. But also urban development and city planning, construc-
tion, living, as well as attention to nature and environment have, apart from social and economical develop-
ments, my undivided attention. Recently my proposal to promote the construction of green roofs have been
chosen as the best council proposal 2007 in The Netherlands, and it was a big honour for me to receive from
the Ministry of Interior Affairs the st price. Beside my work as a statuary artist, | teach one day a week at the
academy of arts of Rotterdam.

I hope that this trip will give me new ideas and will give me inspiration in the area of city planning specifically
around central functions as railway station areas.
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Peter Vermijs
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President of Theresia, development of Station Area
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| am a member of the Stakeholders Foundation called Spoorzone Theresia. The district Theresia directly
borders the development area Spoorzone. Consequently the inhabitants and the social cohesion within the
district will most probably be highly affected by the development plans. That is why | as a representative of
the district,am an important stakeholder in the development of the Spoorzone.

After having obtained my degree in Sociology and Economics at the University of Tilburg | have been particu-
lar active in the area of care. My last position was Managing Director of the national organization for clients
and patients (LOC). In 2005, | have used the opportunity of early retirement and that is why | have the time
available to be more active in the city of Tilburg in many areas of social interest. In 2003, | was invited by the
Ministry of VWS to participate in a study trip to Japan. | am a member of the association Tilburg-Minamiashi-
gara and | was involved as an advisor in their trip to Japan in 2005.

My expectations of this trip are that | will gain new ideas that will inspire me so that this area together with
the district Theresia will be a good place to live, work and travel.
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Arjen van Essen
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Consultant for Movares
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I work in a consulting and engineering office in the field of mobility and infrastructure.

After my M.Sc. at Delft University of Technology (civil engineering), | worked for 6 years in Nepal, in design
and building of leprosy hospitals, hydropower and irrigation.

From 1990 onwards | work for Movares. After several years working as project leader for the high speed lines
to Belgium and Germany, and several years of secondment to the Ministries of Transport and Spatial
Planning, | am now primarily occupied as a consultant in early planphase railway projects in urban areas, one
of them being the Tilburg railway zone.
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Tia van Beek
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Real Estate Advisor Shell International
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I am a consultant for Shell International. In this function | am responsible for projects in the range of buying
and selling of land and leasing of office spaces in the region EMEA (Europe/Middle East/Africa). After having
obtained my degree in International Law at the university in Leiden and having finalized my propaedeutic
civil engineering at the Technical University in Delft, | started to work at DTZ Zadelhoff as a real estate broker.
After having worked at this company for 8 years with great satisfaction, | have decided to enlarge my field
and have commenced to work for NS Vastgoed (currently NS Poort) in the department of marketing and lease.
After three years having worked in that challenging job, | have started my current employment at Shell.
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Assistant Delegation
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| am the assistant delegation leader and | have been responsible for the establishment of the program of this
study trip.

| have a degree in urban planning from the University of Amsterdam. An internship of four months at the
Royal Netherlands Embassy resulted in my master’s thesis ‘Multiple and intensive land use in Tokyo, a good
example for the Netherlands’ (2002). In 2005, | was awarded with a Mombusho Scholarship by the Japanese
government and returned to Japan where | was doing research for my PhD, which is on the driving forces
behind station development. | was a guest research at the University of Tokyo until April 2007. Currently I am
continuing my PhD research at the Dutch Railway Company.
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Member of the Board TMA
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I am a member of the board of Tilburg-Minamiashigara Sister City Association. In April 2002, | was decorated
for my attempt to internationalize the community of Minamiashigara.

After my study Living Arts in Bunka Women’s University in Tokyo | got my Baccalaureate of Fine Arts. At NHK
in Tokyo | made educational programs for TV and at Planning Shukosha in Fukuoka | was active as a journalist.
In 1981-1982 | studied African culture and Swahili language in Nairobi. Since July 1983 | live in the Netherlands.
In Tilburg, | worked ten years as a teacher at the Japanese School of Tilburg and as a secretary. After that |
was seven years manager General Affairs at Iris Ohyama Europa in Tilburg.

Recently | started my own company ‘Translation’ for translations and interpreting Dutch/Japanese and
teaching Japanese.
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Peter van Mierlo
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President of the Tilburg / Minamiashigara association
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I am the president of the Tilburg-Minamiashigara association, which is responsible for the organization of
this study trip.

Subsequent to my study in Eindhoven in Electrical Engineering, | emigrated in 1963 to the United States of
America. | continued my studies there for a Master of Science degree in electrical engineering and | have
worked subsequently for the Boeing Aircraft company at Seattle, Washington, and the General Electric
company at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In 1972 | started to work for the American Arabian Oil Company, and |
was relocated to Saudi Arabia. In the eighties, | was appointed to be the director of their Japanese office in
Yokohama, Japan. | left the oil company in 1988 and was appointed director and a member of the manage-
ment team of Fujifilm Tilburg, and | was relocated to The Netherlands. In the meantime | have left Fujifilm
and | have taken an early retirement.

Beside my position of chairman of the Tilburg-Minamiashigara association, | am also involved in a number of
other social positions. | am a civil servant at the Municipality of Tilburg associated with their office of marria-
ges. | am also the chairman of the foundation Veemarktkwartier, chairman of the music department of the
society of the New Royal Wood-wind and Brass band and chairman of the board of the Scryption museum.
This is my third experience to travel with a delegation to Japan to reinforce and to develop further the
friendship ties between Tilburg-Minamiashigara and Japan. | have high expectations of this visit and | hope
that the participants of this delegation will gain much knowledge and new ideas, and that when we have
returned, they will look back at a worthwhile experience.
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